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Internat ional  Mountain Day

12 December 2022

Texts :

Card.  José Tolent ino de Mendonça ( text  in I ta l ian)

Dr QU Dongyu, Director General  of  the FAO (notes in Engl ish)

Mons. Fernando Chica, Permanent Observor of  the Holy See to the FAO (text  in I ta l ian)

Summary :

This conference on mountains is anchored in the words of  Pope Francis ’  let ter  Laudato Sì .
I t  was hosted by the Dicastery for  Cul ture and Educat ion of  the Holy See and the Mountain
Partnership – the United Nat ions al l iance dedicated to the development of  mountain
areas – in col laborat ion wi th Giovane Montagna, the I ta l ian Alpine Club and Guide Don
Bosco 6000 -  Peru,  as a contr ibut ion to the Internat ional  Year of  Sustainable Mountain
Development 2022 and Internat ional  Mountain Day.

The United Nat ions General  Assembly establ ished Internat ional  Mountain Day was in 2003.
I t  is  celebrated every year on 11 December to under l ine the importance of  mountains to
l i fe.

In 2022, the theme of the Day was “Women Move Mountains” in recogni t ion of  the crucial
role women play in the preservat ion of  t radi t ions and knowledge, and the conservat ion of
natural  resources and biodiversi ty in al l  mountain ecosystems of  the wor ld.

The conference featured a var iety of  mountain actors,  including mountaineers,  scient ists,
sustainable development experts,  tour ism operators,  volunteers,  and sports enthusiasts.  I t
of fered a moment of  shared ref lect ion to highl ight  the invis ib le thread that spurs everyone
to admire the panorama of a summit ,  which can be reached along the many possible paths
that have the pr inciples of  shar ing,  d ia logue, sol idar i ty and care.
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