
- 1 -

POPE FRANCIS TO THE ITALIAN AND ARGENTINE RUGBY
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ADDRESS OF POPE FRANCIS

TO THE ITALIAN AND ARGENTINE RUGBY TEAMS

Clement ine Hal l

Fr iday,  22 November 2013

Dear Fr iends, Good morning,

I  am pleased to see that var ious sport ing events are being held between I ta ly and
Argent ina!  This is good, i t  is  a good sign, a s ign also of  a great t radi t ion that cont inues
between these two nat ions.

I  thank you for coming to greet me with the help of  the Ambassador and I  a lso thank you
for your char i table in i t iat ive.

Rugby is a very nice sport ,  and I  am saying this because this is how I  see i t :  i t  is  a
tough sport ,  there is body contact  but there is no violence, there is great loyal ty and great
respect.  Playing rugby is t i r ing,  no es un paseo ,  i t  is  not  a le isurely walk!  And I  th ink th is
is useful  to temper the character,  the strength of  wi l lpower.

Another aspect that  stands out is the balance between the group and the indiv idual .  There
are the famous “scrums” that  are at  t imes shocking! The two teams engage, two compact
teams push together against  each other and balance each other out.  And then there are
indiv idual  moves, the spr ints to score a t ry.  That ’s i t ,  in rugby you run towards the “goal” !
Such a beaut i fu l  word,  so important.  I t  makes us th ink about l i fe,  because our whole l i fe
moves toward a goal ;  and this search — the search for the goal  — is strenuous, i t  demands
a struggle,  commitment.  And i t  is  important not to run alone! In order to arr ive you must
run together:  the bal l  is  passed from hand to hand and you move forward together unt i l  you
reach the goal .  Then you celebrate!

Perhaps my interpretat ion is not very technical  but  i t  is  the way a bishop understands
rugby! And as a bishop, I  hope you put al l  of  th is into pract ice even of f  the pi tch,  pract ic ing
i t  in your l ives.

I  pray for  you, I  wish you the best.  Pray also for  me so that I  too along with my coworkers
may make a good team and may reach the goal !

Thank you and may you have a great match tomorrow!


