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COURTYARD IN STOCKHOLM
13 -  14 September 2012

New stage of  the Courtyard of the Genti les meeting in the Swedish Capital  Stockholm,
13-14 September 2012.

See the website for al l  the detai ls

For further info see also

Hedningarnas förgård t i l l  Stockholm

Hedningarnas förgård

See also the preparatory art ic le prepared by Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi  Nel la Terra degl i
Atei  ( in I ta l ian) a summary of  which appears in Engl ish in John Al len's blog.

And for a Vat ican Radio piece by journal ist  Veronica Scar isbr ick c l ick here.

After the event we are also able to br ing you to Vat ican Radio interviews, one with the
Swedish Ambassador to the Holy See, Ul la Gudmunsson and a second with Jesui t  Father
Ulf  Jonsson, SJ.

Aims and Objectives

The ideas in th is Courtyard are provocat ive current issues looking at  the quest ions of  the
development between Science and Faith .  Scient i f ic  developments br ing the Church and
human ethics new chal lenges, of ten dangerous and controversial .  This Courtyard wi l l  ask
contemporary humanists:  can you choose a wor ld wi thout God? How far can man go in the
f ie ld of  creat ion? Are there l imi ts? What are they?

These are quest ions that bel ievers and humanists al ike are cal led to answer wi th hope
for the sake of  our of ten broken-down society.  The Coutyard seeks then to be a hope in
the darkness of  indi f ference and ignorance that shows a path of  d ia logue towards a better
understanding of  humanity.

The Courtyard meets in two symbol ic places in Stockholm : The Royal Swedish Academy
of Sciences ,  where the wor ld of  the arts and sciences meets each year to give the Nobel
pr izes;  and the Fryshuset ,  a place created to welcome and help young people in t rouble.
The two sides of  Sweden, both fu l l  of  hope for the future,  are symbols that  are open to
the world,  welcoming the Courtyard of the Genti les,  creat inganother important occasion
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of  d ia logue on those quest ions that contemporary society poses to al l ,  but  which are of ten
unseen and unheard .

Programme :

“The World With or Without God”

Place: Royal  Swedish Academy of  Sciences

Opening address:

His Eminence Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi ,  President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture

Georg Klein,  professor and author

Duets:

What does bel ieving and non-bel ieving mean?

Ulf  Danielsson, professor of  theoret ical  physics at  Uppsala Universi ty

Ingemar Ernberg,  professor of  tumour biology, author of  the book "Vad är l iv?"(What is
l i fe?)

Does a non mater ia l  wor ld exist?

Antje Jackelén, Bishop, Church of  Sweden, Diocese of  Lund

PC Jersi ld,  author

What is man?

Ylva Eggehorn, wr i ter

Åsa Wikforss,  professor of  theoret ical  phi losophy, Stockholm Universi ty

Friday 14 September 2012

Time: 13.30–16.30 (prel)

Place: Fryshuset,  Mårtensdalsgatan 2-8

Opening address:

His Eminence Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi ,  President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture

Thomas Hammarberg,  former Counci l  of  Europe Commissioner for  Human Rights
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Duets:

What does i t  mean to bel ieve and not bel ieve?

Anders Car lberg,  author and founder of  Fryshuset

Linnea Jacobsson, Deputy Chair  of  Ung Kr isten Vänster

They complain that  re l ig ions impose their  bel iefs on non-bel ievers.  But does not secular
society do the same?

Jessica Schedvin,  Chair  of  the Swedish Humanist  Youth Organisat ion

Christer Sturmark,  Chairman of  the Swedish Humanist  Associat ion

Does rel ig ion make the wor ld a better place or worse?

Per Wir tén, author

Fazeela Zaib,  agent of  peace/blogger


