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THE SOCIALISATION OF THE YOUTH
 
di Rossana Regui l lo

Abstract

(Faced with an “epistemology of  d istance” the conference is based on an “epistemology of
enchantment” ,  that  is  the respectful  recogni t ion of  the condi t ion and qual i ty of  the youth
subject)

More than a decade has passed in th is di f f icul t ,  fast  and troubled 21st century.  In
this t ime many processes have impacted on the wor ld of  youth,  a las most ly negat ively.
More poverty,  unemployment,  growing distance of  youth f rom inst i tut ional is ing processes,
which means there are many young people who are “desaf i l iados ”  (not  belonging) and
“ informal izados ”  (unformal ised),  in a system precar ious symbol ical ly and mater ia l ly ;
episodes of  v io lence have become more frequent in Lat in America,  especial ly in
Venezuela,  Brazi l ,  Mexico,  El  Salvador and Colombia,  wi th levels of  fatal  v io lence that are
those usual ly encountered in war zones.

Ref lect ing on youth issues is urgent;  we face a bul imic society which engul fs i ts youth
and vomits i t  out .  In Lat in America and the Car ibbean, the youth populat ion is the most
af fected by poverty when def ined by the level  of  fami ly weal th.  41% of youth between 15
and 29 years l ive in poverty,  and 15% in extreme poverty;  in Bol iv ia,  Guatemala,  Honduras,
Nicaragua, Paraguay and Peru more than 50% of youth l ive in poverty.  There are,  though,
great di f ferences between the urban and rural  zones: for  example,  1 in 3 youth in urban
areas is poor,  whereas in the rural  areas the stat ist ic is 1 in 2;  again the probabi l i ty  of
youth being the poorest  is 64%, much higher than in those l iv ing in c i t ies (OPS, 2007).  In
this context  many young people have no choice but to sel l  r isk,  that  is  their  strength,  their
work,  and there are many sectors wi l l ing to t rade in the product.

Structural  precar iousness, subject ive temporary employment,  absence of  social  pol i t ics
and col lapse of  the inst i tut ions,  intersected in a dist inct  manner according to local  contexts
and types from urban to rural  areas, al l  g ive form and concret ise the dynamics in which
the youth become actors and social  protagonists.

Of course the structural  data which account for  the deter iorat ion of  condi t ions of  mi l l ions
of young people in Lat in-America (and the wor ld) must be considered together wi th the
whole of  their  many struggles,  constant searching and courage in speaking publ ic ly,  their
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generous and l iberty-centred act ions and growing protagonism in the cr i t ical  necessi ty of
the establ ished order.

I f  today there is an enormous diversi ty wi th in the so-cal led “youth universe”,  their  pract ices
and the expressions (micropol i t ical) ,  what br ings them together is the research for a
narrat ive of  the future.  There is st i l l  t ime.
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