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DIGITAL NATIVES: LANGUAGES AND RITUALS
 
by Antonio Spadaro

Abstract

The Net and the cul ture of  cyberspace pose new chal lenges to our abi l i ty  to formulate
r i tuals and to create and l is ten to a symbol ic language that speaks of  possibi l i ty  and
of s igns of  t ranscendence in our l ives.  The part ic ipat ion in the digi ta l  environment is
not indi f ferent to the way in which the human being l ives his own spir i tual i ty and l i fe
of  fa i th. We have to ident i fy some key issues consider ing the common use of  certain
«apps» (appl icat ions) which have a deep impact in our way to do/see/understand things.
New technologies not only shape the way we l ive,  but  a lso the way we or ient  and express
our spir i t  and our relat ionship wi th God. How has the search for a meaning changed in
the t ime of  search engines? We need an meditat ion which is also the f ru i t  of  fa i th that
releases from i tsel f  a cogni t ive boost at  a t ime of  the Net.  Perhaps the t ime has arr ived to
consider spir i tual i ty as a k ind of  inner hacking, something that breaks the system asking
for meaning.
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