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PRESENTATION OF THE PLENARY
to Pope Francis

Your Hol iness,

In i ts journey of  research along the paths jo in ing the waymarks that map out contemporary
society,  af ter  having looked at  the complex and var iegated hor izon of  youth cul ture
beginning with their  languages (musical ,  d ig i ta l  and sport ive),  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for
Cul ture has decided now to enter into another vast ,  r ich and changing landscape: the wor ld
of women's cul tures,  an expression that is convent ional  and also perhaps debatable.  Ours
is,  though, a desire to show an awareness that there exists a "v is ion" of  being and exist ing,
of  the wor ld,  and of  l i fe and exper ience that belongs to women.

This is a perspect ive that  is not separate or al ternate wi th respect to the male one, but
has i ts own or ig inal i ty that  in the past was of ten ignored i f  not  oppressed and which
has not yet  been ful ly understood and valued. Sometimes, in fact ,  i t  is  radical ised and
exasperated, other t imes i t  is  homologated to the dominant mascul ine model.  Four cardinal
points were taken for our analysis,  which was prepared by a propaedeut ic journey and
developed in these last  few days under the guide and accompaniment of  a group of  women
who expressed the mult ip le var iety of  the feminine commitment to fami ly,  society,  work and
cul ture.

First ly,  the quest for  an equi l ibr ium between equal i ty and di f ference; then “generat iv i ty”  as
a symbol ic code that goes beyond the mere biological  quest ion;  th i rd,  the female body, a
sign that is not only physiological  but  cul tural ,  and f inal ly,  the presence of  women in the
Church with their  act ive part ic ipat ion.  These were the four t ra jector ies of  a f i rst  ref lect ion
that wi l l  see further journeys in the future of  our Dicastery including with the col laborat ion
of a permanent women’s consul tat ion group.

The members,  consul tors and advisors who part ic ipated direct ly or indirect ly in th is project
are now here wi th You, Holy Father,  to put a seal  on th is f i rst  stage with your message and
your benedict ion.  In th is i t inerary we have the fundamental  guidance of  the Word of  God
which is fu l l  of  smi l ing and suffer ing,  act ive and humil iated female f igures,  which at  the
end admonishes us wi th a t ruth that  is ul t imate and basic.  The “ image” of  God the creator
is in the union and in the love of  man and woman (Genesis 1:27) and in the Chr ist ian fa i th
“ there is nei ther Jew nor Greek, there is nei ther s lave nor f ree person, there is not male
and female;  for  we are al l  one in Chr ist  Jesus.”  (Cf.  Galat ians 3:28)
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Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi

7 February 2015

Service by our col leagues at  Vat ican Radio ( including a t ranslat ion of  the Pope's own talk) :

ht tp: / /www.news.va/en/news/pope-urges-more-widespread-and- incis ive-female-pre


