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FUTURE OF HUMANITY
New Chal lenges to Anthropology

15-18 November 2017, the Plenary Assembly looked at  The Future of Humanity: New
Challenges to Anthropology .

Cl ick here for  the Holy Father 's Talk

Cl ick here for  the programme: Engl ish;  I ta l ian;  Spanish; 

Cl ick here for  the Thematic Paper:  Engl ish;  I ta l ian;  Spanish; French

The meet ing had four sessions:

1)      The Ground Map: Anthropological  Models

An histor ical  overview of  the anthropological  models that  under l ie past and future
ideologies and cul tural  models in order to study their  dynamics and inf luences and an
examinat ion of  the ethical  problems that such cul tural  currents raise.  A focus on the
dist inct ion between the sexes, the relat ion of  paterni ty and materni ty,  the digni ty of
each person, personal  responsibi l i ty  for  our act ions,  immortal i ty,  and the uniqueness and
super ior i ty of  humans over animals.

2)      Redesigning Human Nature:  Medicine and Genet ics

Start ing wi th the changing def in i t ion of  nature,  th is ref lect ion looked at  how scient i f ic
advances such as genet ic engineer ing wi l l  inf luence humanity and i ts relat ionship wi th
God. Discussions addressed the anthropological  and cul tural  perspect ives and the many
issues raised by ef for ts to manipulate DNA and create a stronger new genotype.

3)      The Human Person, the Brain and the Soul :  Neurosciences

This ref lect ion discussesed issues from the neuro-cogni t ive sciences such as the
relat ionship of  mind and body, the or ig in of  re l ig iosi ty,  the phenomena related to
biological /physiological  determinat ion of  the brain,  the s igni f icance of  human act iv i t ies,  the
impl icat ions of  d iscover ies about the neuronal  bases of  knowledge, and the quest ion of
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f ree wi l l .  Then there was considerat ion of  to what extent th is knowledge can be harmonized
with the anthropology of  our Chr ist ian t radi t ion.

4)      In the Society of  Intel l igent Machines: Art i f ic ia l  Intel l igence

With a focus on the impact of  “d ig i ta l izat ion,”  th is ref lect ion examined the future of
developments in machine learning and art i f ic ia l  intel l igence to change human behavior and
act iv i ty.

 
The Plenary Assembly was not open to the publ ic,  but  the Dicastery 's Review "Cultures
and Fai th" wi l l  make the frui ts of  the conversat ions more widely avai lable.

 
More photos are avai lable at  th is l ink and at  th is l ink too


